
 

Evangelism: Is It Really That Simple! 

 

In the coming months I will be doing a series of articles on the topic of evangelism. In this 

month's article I address the question: what is evangelism? 

 

More than likely when you think of evangelism you immediately think of something guilt 

inducing. For some reason this topic is by far the most guilt-inducing topic I think I've ever come 

across in the church. We might think we are doing well, but when we think of evangelism we want to 

stick our heads in the sand. And, I wonder, why is that? There may be any number of reasons. One 

reason, I think, is because of sinful comparisons. We look at the great, sprawling churches in our 

community. We think to ourselves, "they must know something that we do not". Maybe they do. 

Maybe they don't. Maybe we look at our own personal histories. We say to ourselves, "no one has 

ever come to Christ through my testimony". Maybe we feel that fruitfulness in evangelism is a right 

of passage into Christian maturity. We might say to ourselves, "If I were really serious about Jesus, 

then I would have lead multitudes to Christ". Have you ever thought one of these thoughts? I can 

assure you that I have. And, I think the reason we think this way comes down to how we understand 

evangelism. Let me continue. 

 

First of all, we have to understand that evangelism is not to be confused with its results. 

Evangelism is not the same thing as conversion. They are two separate, but related concepts. 

Evangelism is something that we do. Conversion is something that God does by His Spirit. This is 

what Paul was getting at where he said, " I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase" 

(1 Cor. 3:6). We cannot change a single person. Maybe you have heard me pray that before a sermon. 

I do it to remind myself and remind you that our primary work as Christians enters into the realm of 

the Spirit. Without the inner working of the Spirit in us and in those who hear us we will see no 

fruitfulness. So, that's what evangelism is not. But, there is more. 

 

Evangelism, as I have said, is something that we do. When we evangelize we are simply 

introducing others to Jesus through the gospel message. Paul said, "we preach Christ crucified". 

That's the message. When we have faithfully told others the good news of Jesus, we have 

evangelized. It's that simple. Can it be that simple? Absolutely. One reformed pastor, Thabiti 

Anyabwile, in his little book What is a Healthy Church Member? helpfully explains: 

 

The encouraging news is that when we have a good grasp of conversion, we realize that 

evangelism does not depend on eloquence, using the correct mood lighting, emotionally 

sappy stories and songs, or high-pressure sales pitches. We are free to simply and deeply 

trust God and the power of the gospel to produce the fruit he desires (Rom 1:17). We 

realize that, though we are ambassadors for Christ pleading with men to be reconciled to 

God, it is God himself who makes the plea through us, his fellow workers (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 

Cor. 5:20; 6:1), and his Spirit who guarantees that his Word will not return void (Isa. 

55:11). We are to plant and water faithfully, confidently trusting that God will give the 

increase (1 Cor 3:7) 

 

Now, go tell someone about Jesus and leave the results to His Spirit! It's really that simple.  

 

Godspeed, 

 

Pastor Tom 


